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walking again on four paws, then they had better flee from
'society, but if not, then they must accept the good and bad which
is the condition of civilization. They must face its own problems.
It is no use harping on natural laws and rights in a golden age;
the choice is not one of rights with or rights without the organized
State and civilized society: it is at best a choice between satisfied
animality and a more or less dissatisfied humanity. Rousseau
is asking the same question as Mill: is it better to be a pig
satisfied, or a man dissatisfied? Doubtless at times he envied the
pig. But naturally he really has no doubts that the problem of
society is constructive: how to build up out of the material
available, with all its weakness, a framework of an ethical
character that will be acceptable to civilized rational man.
The two discourses were written in a negative spirit, and their
influence was largely due to this, but they prepare the way for
the Contrat social in which the conditions of order in a society
which has long since forgotten its origins are discussed. The
problem is to find a form of association which will defend and
protect, with the whole common force, the persons and goods
of each associate, and in which each, while uniting himself
with all, may still obey himself alone, and remain as free as
before.51

If by the words 'obeying oneself5, 6doing what one likes5,
and by Tree as before5, we mean being completely irresponsible,
the problem is absurd, since it involves a pure contradiction. But
the work is clearly intended to be an ethical treatise. The sub-
title, 'Principles of Political Right5, the famous chapter on
The Right of the Strongest5, and the turn of the whole argu-
ment make that clear. Therefore, freedom and self-obedience
or autonomy are understood in the sense which Kant was later
to make popular. Freedom means freedom to be fully oneself,
autonomy means that self-government which is the condition
of moral responsibility. So that the paradoxical form of the
question really amounts to: in what kind of order or association
is it possible for man to realize his good and to attain his end,
what political association is a suitable framework in which man's

1 The Social Contract, p. 14.